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D-test: Reading and Interpretation

1. Flattening of the zone of 
inhibition adjacent to the 
erythromycin disk (referred to 
as a D-zone) = inducible 
clindamycin resistance (ICR) 
(Figure 1).
2. Hazy growth within the zone 
of inhibition around 
clindamycin = clindamycin 
resistance, even if no D-zone is 
apparent.

Figure 1 Positive D-zone test for inducible 
clindamycin resistance.


