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ESBL: Test interpretation

(CLSI  M100, 32nd Edition. 2022.)

K. pneumoniae ATCC 700603 
• ≥ 5-mm increase in zone diameter of ceftazidime-
clavulanate vs ceftazidime alone

• ≥ 3-mm increase in zone diameter of cefotaxime-
clavulanate vs cefotaxime alone

Positive

Negative

≥5 mm increase in a zone diameter for 
either antimicrobial agent tested in 
combination with clavulanate vs the zone 
diameter of the agent  when tested alone

E. coli ATCC 25922 
• ≤ 2-mm increase in zone diameter for 
antimicrobial agent tested in combination with 
clavulanate vs the zone diameter when tested alone. 

≥5 mm increase 

≤ 5 mm increase 

QC strains:


